


University of Oxford’s Department for Continuing 
Education reserve the right to cancel the program prior 
to departure; in which case the registration fees will be 
refunded without further obligation on the part of the 
universities. No refund will be made for the unused 
portion of any part of the program. 

Itinerary/Program Modifi cations
Itineraries and programs, as contained in this brochure, 
are subject to modifi cation and change by the Michigan 
State University Alumni Association, the University of 
Iowa Alumni Association, and the University of 

Oxford’s Department for 
Continuing Education. 
We reserve the right to 
substitute accommoda-
tions of similar quality. 
Every eff ort will be made 
to carry out the program 
as planned. Applicants 
who register for partici-
pation in this program 
accept in full all of the 
conditions set forth.

Field trips and Excursions
Field trips and excursions involve a moderate amount of 
walking that may range from less than half an hour to a 
couple of hours and may involve walking on uneven ground, 
steep or hilly ground, unpaved surfaces, or climbing many 
stairs. Oxford’s historic city center has many cobblestone 
streets and walkways and ancient buildings.  

For additional program information contact:

What is Included
•  Transportation to and from Oxford and London’s 

Heathrow airport for those purchasing Odyssey to Oxford 
group fl ight tickets

• Baggage handling in Oxford
•  Accommodations for 13 nights in Oxford in bedrooms 

each with private bath
• All meals but two during the two weeks
• Common room coff ee/tea breaks 
• Welcome reception and dinner
•  Tutors from the University of Oxford and university 

program leaders

•  Tuition for study courses and on-site course-related 
materials 

• Guided walking tour of Oxford
•  Group excursion to London’s Westminster Abbey 

featuring 1000 years of history 
•  Group excursion to Hatfi eld House, location of former 

Hatfi eld Palace where Queen Elizabeth I spent much of 
her childhood  

•  Opportunity to register for optional excursion to Wells, 
England’s smallest city (see registration form) 

•  Graduation reception and dinner
• Professional group photograph 
• Pre-trip and on-site information packets

Accommodations
Participants will stay in the University of Oxford’s 
Department for Continuing Education residential center 
located in the heart of historic Oxford. Th e Kellogg College 
Rewley House buildings off er bedrooms each with private 
bathroom, telephone, coff ee/tea maker, hair dryer, and color 
television. Th e residential center also has its own dining 
rooms, reading/library rooms, lecture rooms, common 
rooms, computer room, laundry facilities, and bar. 

Fees and Travel
• From $4,495 per person, based on double occupancy 
• Study course fi eld trip fee: $195

• Optional add-on excursion to Wells:  $95 per person
• Single room supplement: $425
• Price does not include airfare. A group fl ight is 
available departing on August 21 and returning on 
September 4, 2010. For Odyssey to Oxford group fl ight 
ticket information, call the Michigan State University 
Evening College offi  ce at (517) 432-3777. It is strongly 
recommended that you purchase trip cancellation/baggage/
accident/medical insurance.  

Who Can Go
Th is lifelong education travel/study program is open to any 
adult. You do not have to be a graduate of a sponsoring 
university to participate. 

Single Travelers
Th ose requesting a single room are charged a single 
supplement of $425. 

Registration/Cancellation/Refunds 
Michigan State University must receive your completed 
registration form and a $500 deposit prior to May 4, 
2010. All registration enrollments are on a fi rst-come fi rst-
served basis and are subject to availability, including those 
received after May 4. Th e balance of the fee is due June 4, 
2010. Early registration is recommended since courses are 
limited to 10–14 participants each and fi ll quickly. 

Cancellations and requests for refunds must be received 
in writing at the MSUAA Alumni Lifelong Education/
Odyssey to Oxford offi  ce at Michigan State University 
prior to June 4, 2010. In addition to airline cancellation 
penalty fees incurred by the purchase of an airline ticket, 
cancellations for any reason will be subject to a $300 
per person cancellation fee. Cancellations made after 
June 4, 2010 (the fi nal payment due date) will result in 
forfeiture of the entire program cost per person. For your 
protection, we strongly recommend that you purchase trip 
cancellation/baggage/accident/medical insurance. 

Michigan State University Alumni Association, the 
University of Iowa Alumni Association, and the 

troupe and study the reaction of the government 
to Shakespeare’s plays, monitoring performances 
and censoring material. In an eff ort to reconstruct 
Shakespeare’s early audiences, a cross section of 
society will be examined, from the “groundlings” 
who paid just one penny to attend performances 
standing in the central yard of the theater, to those 
who could aff ord seats in the lord’s boxes or even 
on the stage itself. Th e course will also look at the 
patronage that Shakespeare received—from the 
top of society, the royal court, and sometimes from 
the monarchs themselves. 

Course participants will visit Shakespeare’s Globe 
Th eatre in London—the re-creation of one of the 
original playhouses in London where Shakespeare’s 
plays were fi rst staged. Th e visit will include a 
matinee performance of one of Shakespeare’s plays 
performed in the round, as his original audience 
would have seen and experienced it. Participants 
will also visit Stratford-upon-Avon to see the house 
where Shakespeare was born and where he spent 
the early years of his marriage to Anne Hathaway. 
A visit to Anne Hathaway’s cottage—her childhood 
home and the place where she was courted by the 
young Shakespeare— will also be included. 
Additional course fi eld trip fee: $ 195

Tutor: Janet Dickinson teaches for the University of 
Oxford’s Department for Continuing Education 
and the Universities of Warwick and Southampton. 
She researches and writes on 16th century English 
political and cultural history. 

King Arthur—Myth or Reality?
King Arthur is one of the most famous fi gures of 
English myth and legend, having universal appeal 
for children and scholars alike. More than 1,500 
years old, the origins of his legend lie not in the 
high Middle Ages, but in the sub-Roman period 
in Britain. Whether there was a real Arthur is still a 
hotly debated subject, but it is generally accepted that 
the origins of the Arthurian legend are to be found in 
the British military leaders of the 5th and 6th centuries 
ad. Historical and archaeological evidence suggests 
that the fi gure of Arthur may have a basis in fact, but 
the reality is very diff erent from the idealized setting 
of the Round Table described in literature. 

Th is course will examine the evidence for the 
origins of the Arthurian legend and will trace the 
historic references to Arthur back to written texts: 
the medieval sourcebook Annals of Wales (10th

century); Nennius’ History of the Britons (c. 830); 
and Geoff rey of Monmouth’s Th e History of the 
Kings of Britain (c. 1136). 

Th e course will explore in detail recent archaeological 
evidence for the “Arthurian period,” paying particular 
attention to the fortifi ed sites of the period, such as 
South Cadbury, Cadbury Congresbury, and Tintagel, 
all of which show evidence of late 5th to 6th century 
occupation. Th e Arthurian legend had a profound 
impact on Britain’s medieval period. Henry III’s 
13th century Round Table at Winchester, Edward I’s 
personal interest in Arthur, Edward III’s creation 
of the Order of the Knights of the Garter in 1348, 
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and Edward IV’s rebuilding of St. Georges’ Chapel, 
Windsor Castle in 1475 are all examples of medieval 
royalty’s preoccupation with the Arthurian ideal. 

In order to examine the character of Arthur from 
an early medieval warlord to a fi gure whose court 
was seen as the epitome of the Chivalric Code, 
participants will have an opportunity to explore 
medieval Arthurian literature—13th century 
medieval manuscripts, the Welsh Triads, the 14th 
century Mabinogion (stories gathered from ancient 
Welsh manuscripts), Sir Th omas Malory’s Le Morte 
d’ Arthur (French and English Arthurian romances) 
printed by Caxton in 1485, and the late 12th century 
French stories by Chretien de Troyes. 

Within a few years Arthur won all the north, 
Scotland, and all that were under their obeisance. 

Also Wales, a part of it, held against Arthur;
but he overcame them all…

through the noble prowess of himself
and his knights of the Round Table.
Th omas Malory, Le Morte d’Arthur, 1471

Course participants will visit the Round Table 
in the Great Hall, the only surviving part of 
Winchester Castle. Built during the 13th century, 
the Round Table was painted for Henry VIII 
to impress the visiting Emperor Charles V in 
1522. Th ere will also be a visit to Glastonbury 
Abbey where in 1191 the monks claimed to have 
discovered the grave of Arthur and Guinevere 
and a visit to Glastonbury Tor where excavations 

have revealed an important 6th century settlement. 
Additional Course Field Trip Fee: $ 195

Tutor: David Beard is a freelance archaeologist 
specializing in the medieval period. He worked as a 
fi eld archaeologist for Northern Ireland’s Department 
of Environment and for the Museum of London. He 
has taught for the University of Oxford’s Department 
for Continuing Education and the Universities of 
London, Essex, Ulster, and the London College of 
the University of Notre Dame. 

From Churchill to Thatcher: 
Britain 1945–1991, A Nation in Decline?
Th is course examines the state of British politics in 
one of its most dynamic yet complex periods which 
began and ended with the demise of two of Britain’s 
most famous modern fi gures, Winston Churchill 
and Margaret Th atcher. Winston Churchill was, and 
still is, highly regarded both at home and abroad for 
his tremendous record in World War II. Indeed in 
a recent popular poll he emerged as one of Britain’s 
greatest statesmen. Why then did Churchill win the 
war but apparently lose the peace, falling from power 
in the fi rst post-war election in 1945?

Like Churchill, Th atcher will long be remembered 
in domestic politics, emerging as the fi rst female 
politician to lead her party and then the country. 
Like Churchill, she quickly became a fi gure of great 
international importance, recognizable from the 
USA to the USSR, and tagged the “Iron Lady” in 
response to her perceived political strength. Yet how 
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Name #1_________________________________________________________Class Year________
(Print name as it appears on your passport)
Name #2_________________________________________________________Class Year________
(Print name as it appears on your passport)
Address:________________________________________________________________________

City:_________________________________________ State:___________ Zip:_______________

Home  Phone: (______)___________________ Work Phone: (______)________________________

Cell Phone:  (______)___________________ E-mail:____________________________________

Have       you       previously       attended?            ❑ Yes          ❑ No         Year(s)___________________________________________

Air Arrangements
❑  I would like information on the group fl ight.
❑  I will make my own air arrangements.

Accommodations
❑  We will be sharing a twin room.  
❑  I am planning to room with ________________________who will also register.
❑  I would like a single room and will pay the single supplement of $425.
❑  Nonsmoker   ❑  Smoker

University Affi liation
❑  Michigan State University   ❑  University of Iowa   ❑  Other _______________________________

Indicate 1st and 2nd choices of courses
Name of participant (1)                                                           Name of participant (2)

_______________________________________            ______________________________________

1st choice _______________________________   1st choice ______________________________

2nd choice  _______________________________      2nd  choice ______________________________

Optional Excursion to Wells in Somerset
Optional Wells Excursion ($95): ❑  Yes   ❑  No                Optional Wells Excursion ($95): ❑  Yes   ❑  No
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Complete this reservation form, detach from brochure, and mail with a $500 deposit per 
person. Please make checks payable to MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY and mail to: 
Odyssey to Oxford, MSUAA/Alumni Lifelong Education, Michigan State University,
242 Spartan Way, East Lansing, Michigan 48824-2005. You may also register over the phone 
with a credit card by calling (517) 432-3777. Register early. Spaces are limited.

Please reserve __________ space (s). Enclosed is my deposit of ___________ ($500 per person).
❑ Accept my check made payable to MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY.
Charge my:   ❑  VISA     ❑  MasterCard      

Card #____________________________________________________  Exp. Date____________________________

Signature as it appears on card:__________________________________________________________________

Alumni Lifelong Education
University Advancement
Michigan State University
Alumni Association
Louise Cooley
Phone: (517) 432-3777
FAX: (517) 355-5265
www.msualum.com/evecoll/oxford
E-mail: COOLEYL@msu.edu

Th e University of Iowa 
Alumni Association
Iowa Voyagers
Diane Baker
Phone: 1-(800) 469-2586
www.iowalum.com/voyagers
E-mail: diane-baker@uiowa.edu

August 21–September 4, 2010

A dinosaur exhibit in the Oxford University 
Museum of Natural History

Big Ben and Houses 
of Parliament in London

and why did Britain’s fi rst female Prime Minister 
come to power in 1979, emerging not from the 
feminist left but the conservative right? 

Th is course looks at these questions and many others, 
in examining British politics and society in the post war 
era. For this was undoubtedly a challenging period for 
all Western society, as time-honored norms and values 
appeared assaulted on all fronts—socially, politically, 
and economically. Yet for Britain the challenge seemed 
particularly poignant, as it found itself having equally 
to come to terms with the fact that its world power 
status was in terminal decline despite and even because 
of its victorious position in two world wars. 

While the world battled through Cold War politics 
from the forging of the Iron Curtain to the collapse of 
the Berlin Wall, Britain found itself equally engaged in 
a domestic battle of its own, from post-war austerity 
and the promise of the Welfare State, to the “winter 
of discontent” and the rise of Th atcherism. As Britain 
strove to remake itself in the face of those challenges, 
throughout it all loomed the tantalizing specter of 
the new European “project identity”—the European 
Economic Community or EEC—which off ered an 
ideological threat and a promise all of its own. For 
as the continent strove to fi nd a collective identity, 
both economic and political, through the EEC and 
its descendent, the European Union or EU, Britain 
increasingly found itself wondering whether the 
benefi ts of EU membership merited the apparent loss 
of national freedom which had been such a precious 
feature of British identity for so long. 

Course participants will visit the Cartoon Museum 
in London. Th e Cartoon Museum exhibits the fi nest 
examples of British cartoons, caricature, and comic art 
from the 18th century to the present day and provides 
insight into history and current aff airs in a truly 
original way—history through the eyes of cartoonists 
is humorous and often more accurate than history 
books. A visit to the Churchill Archives Center at 
the University of Cambridge is also included. Th e 
Archives Center houses the papers of Winston 
Churchill, Margaret Th atcher, and hundreds of their 
contemporaries. Additional Course Field Trip Fee: $195

Tutor: Dr. Kate Watson has worked for the University 
of Oxford’s Department for Continuing Education 
since 1996. She has published and lectured widely 
on the revolutionary development of Britain and 
Modern Europe.

Winston Churchill 
during the Blitz, 
English School 
(20th century) 
Private Collection/ 
© Look and 
Learn/ Th e 
Bridgeman Art 
Library Nationality 

Boats for hire, Magdalen 
Bridge, Oxford


